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Foreword 

 
 
 

The statistics on school education in India are collected by various organizations, 
namely, Ministry of Human Resource and Development, National Council of 
Educational Research and Training, National Sample Survey Organisation, Registrar 
General of India etc. The study unit on which the information is being collected 
varies from organization to organization in the country. It all depends upon their 
context and objectives of collecting information. Accordingly, operational concepts, 
definitions and classifications for certain terms and aspects may vary. Eventually, 
the data collected by various organizations cannot be linked for research, planning 
and administrative purposes. This necessitates a need for standardization of 
concepts, definitions and their classifications. The present Manual mainly focuses on 
the referred issue, and presents more generalized concepts, definitions and 
classifications fit for wide range of surveys as conducted by various organizations. 
This aspect assumes significance as it facilitates comparability of educational 
statistics provided by various organizations and makes the data compilation worthy. 
 
The second fascinating issue is about presentation of information in the form of 
statistics. The absolute information will not be understandable unless it is presented 
in the form of an indicator even after compilation of educational data collected by 
different organisations. In this regard, a comprehensive reference book on the 
educational statistics and indicators is not readily available to the educational 
planners, researchers and administrators to interpret high priority educational data. 
The Manual presents the definitions, formulae and methods of calculation of 
important educational indicators that reveal the status of education and future 
trends.  
 
The literature on the subject is available in scattered form and focussed on different 
contexts and perspectives. Hence, a need is felt to prepare a Manual on educational 
statistics and indicators of school education in order to bring uniformity in 
understanding and interpreting the same. The organisation of chapters and sub-
chapters in the Manual has been done nicely.  I congratulate the Department in 
bringing out the Manual timely. I hope that the Manual will meet the needs of 
educational planners, researchers and administrators.   

 
 
 
Place: New Delhi          Krishna Kumar  
Date:          Director, NCERT
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Preface 
 

 
 
The Manual on Statistics and Indicators of School Education has been developed as a 
part of a project of the Government of India (Ministry of Human Resource 
Development and Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation). The present 
Manual is a comprehensive reference document containing relevant information on 
the conceptual and methodological framework for educational statistics and 
indicators pertaining to the school education.   
  
In developing and bringing out the Manual, the information has been largely drawn 
up from the national and international publications, and comments received from 
the Expert Group and Faculty Members of the Department. I express my sincere 
gratitude to the Members of Expert Group for their kind inputs and involvement at 
various stages in preparing the Manual.  I am also grateful to my colleagues in the 
Department, Dr. (Mrs.) M. Trehan, Dr. S. Srivastava, Mr. M.K. Gupta, Mr. O.P. 
Arora, Dr. R. Tailor and Mr. P. Kumar for their encouragement and contribution in 
the development of this Manual. 
 
I also take this opportunity to thank Dr. Virendra Pratap Singh and Dr. B.M.K. Raju 
for coordinating, working hard and bringing out the Manual in present form. 
 
I hope that the Manual will be useful to the educational planners, researchers and 
administrator in understanding the basics of educational statistics, concepts and 
definitions involved in educational statistics including computational aspects of 
educational indicators.  It is hoped that with the feedback provided by the users of 
this Manual, it will be of immense value.  
 
Suggestions/comments of the users, experts and others will be solicited for 
improving it further.  
 
 
 
Place: New Delhi                 Avtar Singh 
Date: March 13, 2006             Professor and Head 

DES&DP, NCERT 
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